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Summaries

Simcha Gershon Bohrer

Erroneous Corrections in the Glosses
of MS Kaufmann of the Mishnah

Among the manuscripts of the Mishnah, scholars and researchers identify
the manuscript known as MS Kaufmann (Budapest A50) as the most
trustworthy. Two main hands are reflected in most of this manuscript: that
of the scribe who penned the text, and that of the vocalizer. In addition
to vocalizing the manuscript, in many places the latter also edited and
corrected the text, and he is the first and foremost proofreader of the
manuscript. In addition, later proofreaders also edited and corrected the
manuscript in various places.

Because the scribe who wrote the text stumbled on many occasions,
omitting text and skipping to a similar word, the various proofreaders of MS
Kaufmann, primarily the vocalizer, tried, among their other corrections, to
restore the missing text; nevertheless, many omissions went unnoticed. In
addition, the proofreaders did not always pay attention to the exact place
where parablepsis caused the scribe to skip and they incorrectly inserted
the missing text, creating a mistake rather than a correction. This article
focuses on two such examples, showing how failure to pay attention to the
location of the scribe’s mistake caused a flawed correction and also how
omissions can be completed properly and accurately after analyzing the
scribe’s mistake and identifying its cause. The first example treats Yebamot
10:6-7; the second Shabbat 6:8.

Due to the great importance of actually seeing the evidence, an image of
each section from the manuscript is provided. A synopsis is then offered,
in which the inaccurate passage in MS Kaufmann is juxtaposed to an
accurate passage from MS Parma de Rossi 138. After each synopsis, the
data are explained.
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