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ABSTRACTS

Y-DNA Testing: Halakhic Implications Regarding the “Yichus”
of Jewish Cohanim

Simcha Gershon Bohrer

This article discusses the halakhic implications of Y-DNA testing regarding
the “yichus” of Jewish Cohanim. It introduces the Hebrew-speaking reader
to the current scientific situation regarding Y-DNA testing in general, and of
Jewish Cohanim in particular. First a broad scientific introduction is given,
then a halachic introduction about Cohanim appears. Finally, a discussion
is given about the various branches of the priests, a way to give additional
“yichus” to Jewish Cohanim if the result of a Y-DNA test they perform will
show a connection between them and priestly families of known lineage,
and other halakhic implications.

The Claim of an Irresistible Urge in a Sexual Context - Talmud
and Psychology

Jacob Altman

In the b. Talmud (Chagiga 16 et al.) Rabbi Ilay instructs us thus: “If one feels
that one is about to surrender to his evil inclination, let him go to a place
where no one knows him, dress in black and cover himself in black, and do
whatever he wants to do, but let him not desecrate G-d’s name in public”.
The common explanation to Rabbi Ilay’s instruction is as follows: As we
know that man is sometimes unable to overcome his powerful inclinations
and get rid of them completely, let us satisfy his sexual appetite with some
minimal nutrition and thus reduce the sin involved in it, provided that he
also wears a black dress etc.

This author argues, by combining psychotherapeutic as well as Jewish
scholarly tools, that the main point of this instruction is not how to cope with
the challenges of the evil inclination but rather how to manage spiritual risks.
Rabbi Ilay is afraid that the potential sinner’s uncompromising fight against
his sexual desire might lead him to a breaking point, cause an undesired
reaction, or evoke an acute outbreak of a psycho-physical crisis followed by
a sin committed in public in his own town, which will cause the desecration
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