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Simcha Gershon Bohrer

Censorship and “Tailed Circle” Glosses
in MS Kaufmann of the Mishnah

The margins of MS Kaufmann of the Mishnah (Budapest A50) feature
many glosses. Consideration of censors’ marks and signatures, and of
graphic signs, tailed circles in particular, led to a proposed identification
of the “corrector” of MS Kaufmann.

In line with a papal bull issued in 1554 all manuscripts and printed
books had to undergo “purification” or “correction”, namely, removal of
problematic passages. In the context of local Italian censoring campaigns,
the words "1 or ™23 were replaced eighteen times with 1"y (oved avodah
zarah - idolater) in MS Kaufmann. “Tailed circles” direct the reader to
some of these corrections. Additionally, at the beginning of Tractate
Avodah Zarah, a censorship gloss pertains to the entire tractate. The final
page bears the signature of the first censor: Franguellus, 1575.

Based on comparison to Hamburg Codex Hebraicus 18 (IMHM: F 881),
also censored by Franguellus and “corrected by Yitzhak of Arles”, and the
identity between the handwriting of the 1”y¥ corrections to the mishnayot in
the Hamburg Codex and the same corrections in MS Kaufmann, it appears
that the Kaufmann manuscript was “corrected” in Ferrara by Yitzhak of
Arles, and that the censor Franguellus only affixed his signature at the end.

The article also notes the similarity between many of the corrections
marked with a “tailed circle” in MS Kaufmann and the text of the printed
editions of the Mishnah. This similarity is attributed to the fact that these
corrections, most likely the work of a single annotator, were marked
some eighty years after the publication of the first printed edition of the
Mishnah. Occasionally, the annotator who indicated his glosses with a
“tailed circle” attributed to himself glosses of other annotators by marking
theirs with a “tailed circle”, even transforming an earlier sign referring to
a gloss into a “tailed circle”.
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