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ABSTRACTS

a. An overall p-level of 0.00138 is obtained for our measurements in the
Book of Genesis.

b. The results are even more significant in the extended domain, with an
overall p-level of 0.0001.

c. The same measurements in a Hebrew translation of Tolstoy’s War and
Peace (which was also used by MBBK) showed no significance.

The “specialist’s list” includes names, appellations and dates for 33 famous

rabbis, but as stated above, only 30 of them are included in WRR’s 32

rabbis. However, Emanuel prepared data for all of WRR’s 32 rabbis. In Part

B of our paper, we used Emanuel’s data for the 32 rabbis. The results are

more significant, both for Genesis and for the extended domain, than those

reported in Part A.

In Part C we show that if Emanuel’s data for WRR’s 32 rabbis is written in

the grammatical orthography (“ktiv dikduki” in Hebrew) as was done for

the WRR data and as Emanuel was asked to do by his employers, the result

would be even more significant both in the Book of Genesis as well as in the

extended domain.

MBBK were correct in declaring that their specialist’s list has great

importance. The results reported in the current paper clearly refute their main

assertion and prove that there is a genuine phenomenon of ELS encoding in

the Torah.

Determining the Halachic Times of the Day that Depend on the
Height of the Sun Below the Horizon

Simcha Gershon Bohrer

The Jewish calendars in use today include the times of alot hashachar and
the times of tzet hacochavim based on the level of darkness calculated by
the height of the sun below the horizon. This article discusses the ways in
which the height of the sun needed to define these times is determined,
based on the central question: what is the season of the year that the sages
of the Talmud were referring to when they determined that zzet hacochavim
is “to walk three quarters of a mile” after sunset, and that alot hashachar is
to walk four miles before sunrise. It is common to understand that the words
of the Talmud refer to the day of the Nissan period. This article offers a

288* B.D.D. 38-40, 2024-2026
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different understanding, according to which the words of the Talmud refer to
most days of the year, and therefore the height of the sun that defines these
times must be determined according to the length of twilight on an annual
average, and not according to the Nissan period where the length of twilight
is the shortest. In addition, this article suggests that the determination of the
level of darkness be according to geometric sunrise and sunset (the center
of the sun at 0 degrees with the horizon) because they are the main factors
in the level of darkness of the sky, and not according to halachic sunrise
and sunset (the setting of the upper part of the sun’s circle on a flat horizon,
plus refraction). In general, the advantages of the corrections proposed in
this article are to match more precisely the times of alot hashachar and tzet
hacochavim, and the average level of darkness - and its causes, most of the
year (in the Land of Israel).

Four Thousand Two Hundred and Thirty-One Years Since the
Creation of the World and the Septuagint

Ariel Cohen

The only references in the Talmud to the counting of years from the Creation
of the world appear in tractate Avodah Zarah, where it is stated that in the
year 4231, and in tractate Sanhedrin, in the year 4291, the war of Gog and
Magog will occur and the days of the Messiah will arrive. The year given
in tractate Sanhedrin was regarded by the Vilna Gaon as inaccurate, and
he notes that the intention there is in fact the same year 4231 mentioned in
tractate Avodah Zarah.

We demonstrate that the year 4231 is unique, and that it is no coincidence
that it is mentioned both in tractate Avodah Zarah and in additional passages
in tractate Sanhedrin in the context of the coming of the Messiah. This is
understood in light of the belief that one day for the Holy One, blessed be
He, is equivalent to one thousand years, and that therefore redemption is
destined to arrive when multiples of one thousand years have elapsed since
Creation.

We show that the year 4231 from Creation, according to the conventional
Masoretic chronology detailed in Seder Olam, is precisely the year in
which 6,000 years will have elapsed according to the reckoning of years

B.D.D. 38-40, 2024-2026 289*
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