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Simcha Gershon Bohrer

The Scribe’s Corrections in MS Kaufmann of the Mishnah:
A Study of Four Corrected Haplographic Errors

MS Kaufmann contains numerous scribal errors. Most of these errors
went unnoticed by the scribe and were left to the proofreaders. This article
examines an until recently overlooked phenomenon - ascribable to the poor
quality of the photocopies at scholars’ disposal — namely that, in several
places, the scribe himself corrected his errors. The key to understanding
the scribe’s corrections is identification of haplographic errors of omission
or repetition. The article focuses on four examples of such errors corrected
by the scribe, in each case proposing a reconstruction of the erroneous
text based on context, spacing, and remnants of letters.

The first example, from the end of m. Peah (8:9), is the longest, most
prominent example of the scribe’s correction of a haplographic error of
omission. This example also impacts the research of the scribe’s textual
tradition. The second example, from m. Ohalot (18:7), is the longest, most
prominent example of the scribe’s correction of an error of repetition.
Interestingly, the scribe did not examine his error carefully and failed
to notice that a large part of the correction was unnecessary. The third
example, from m. Avodah Zarah (3:13), is a correction of a repetition which
is difficult to decipher. Only by assuming that the scribe was correcting a
haplographic error can the erroneous text be reconstructed. In addition,
it is possible that the proposed reconstruction reveals an error in the
manuscript from which MS Kaufmann was copied, transferred to MS
Kaufmann as is. The fourth example, from m. Parah (3:4-5), shows an
error of repetition that temporarily affected the position of the Mishnah’s
number. This example shows that even the appearance of a single word
twice in one section could lead to scribal error.
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